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The Rubosad service witiin the last four yesrs 2:8.0
mresred ut & very rapid rate, showioy the growta of o ir
@ountry sud the enterprise of i citizens, Onthe 15
ef July, 1842, the total leng'h of railconl ruates wos
91 ules, And 1Le oot of mervics waa § 152,505 Ou
1ot of Jwy, 1802, the pumber of miles vn wa'sh the
was e\-we)-& ou rairoad to 19,146, eoeting
,475 5.0, mekivy an incresse of 7,000 wile o o0
oars, a1 an addil cost of #2502 08, Betseea the
Lof.luy. 182, snd Ist July, 1856 tae ravlroad gor-
wite was ncrensed 10,177 milos, exhibitmg the facf
thet within thal time this description of service had
u more an doubiled. -
The table below shows the length of railrond ra'es
cont of muil service thereon at the end of e fiscal
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geoar from 1852 1o 1856, luciusive: 2
Year. Miles, ot
1864, 81,775,520
W ! 1,600,028
" 1,7 45
1w 2075089

523 2 310,599

1T SR 2,
- O 1be lat asy of December, 186, the rarowd ser-
wice bed hnn:u-d tw 21 310 miles sud the _t::gcl__cust
Sior thin service a1 that date smounted to 2,108,710,
Within the ssm? peri.d, the service v boseback,
and modea not specitied i the cuntracts, Was o
16 8tz mites 1u lcogth of rogies and 5,202 L1
suiles in snnoal transportation, Lhe cosca servico
faken off in some lucalities, OWIDE Lo tho oubstruction
@f railivads, Las been given o cthior 824 va and Terri-
Sorics, 0r OLhel pa. to vl IC Balne Buate, os ther grow-
g po und vonsequent increase of mad mater
Sewanded; +o that, notwihetsading the gieat exteo-
of rei10ads, tho cosch seivice bas buen redaced
m'A? miles. The swamboat service has boea de-
ereamd 1,479 miles. ! ; ) .
The avernge cost of ruilroad sperviee in 18052, esti-
aated on the b of routes one way, was §12 71 &
mile; in 1956, €101 45 a mie—Dbeing a docreass of
$24 26 a mile. For the modes of conveynuce the
average 186 of pay has laigely advanced dunng the
same period, owing to viuses beyond the power ul the
et to eoutrol,
be levtings of new contracts for the term com-
e ncing 1st July last eubraced the States of New-Jer-

ey, Pepusyivanis, Delawsre, Moryland aud Ubio.
“She tullo #ing tasle shows the new survice, a= in
@paation on the ik September:
Miles in M.les of Annual
Cenreyunc Leunth. Trassportation.
rlm. . 5,248 BwT,111 i
ambost. e 118,124
wne 8,163 4 025 542 i 202 5ad
T modes. ... 15U 3,845,700 224,507
Total.... ... 52,771 10,505,461 1,134,000

Compured willi the service on S June last, thope
4 Igsﬁgm duecrense of 220 miles 1o langth of
wonies; but an iucreasc of 636 504 mues iu the noudel
traneportation aua $120,116 fu cost, arvided as fudows:

Additional miles Additivual
LN of Lranaprstation, o1
Row Jurssy. . 5 s,
S:ulnjiu»la 20,954
T e . 53,160 S0k
Marylsud . seis BT
(T T, ' v oul3, 269 51,545
In New-Jeseey the transportation is redaced 40,150
@lles, sna in Maryland 2186 niiles, slthouga the ox-

in wcreseed.

Ou I.In‘:!l.rlh June last l.h(\ra;mrtuin aer\-i1¢e 460 route
agents, it 8 compensation of $2065, 420 34 lucal agouts,
o 020,708, aud 108 mall wessengers, of $12200;
mekivg 8 total of ‘ll 1,0, Tuis minoant, with the io-
ereused cost of the wew servies, commoucing st July
Bass, (8156,116), added to the cost ol servive as in
ope stion vn tue Wik June laet, (30,08, 471), wakes ths
fotal amennt for the current yoar #6505, Tows is
Bodependent of ocean mail service,

The Paunns Rairosd Compuuy has beon paid for
Sravsponiation of the s e acioes lsthmus dn ing
she fircal y var endiog June 0, 1806, the sam of #0411 -
308 16, the first quatter of the present iscal your
they received $44,009 3. at the luet Scssion of Cou-
gres 1 took ovearion to call your attention to the Lage
‘sums paid the Compeny for this se:vies, and traus-
sutied to you the coireepoudendence which had tiken

between the Departament aod the Comnpany in ro-
10 1 proposed reduction o their churges,

This t was luid by yun befire Congress, but no
dehnite action was had tiereon,  Lu refoering sgan to
Shis surject, it witl be necesenry for me sioply to re-

e rensous staled in oy correspoudence witll the

Yy, and in my letter 1o you vt the 16th of Apnl,

B8O6, Fiior w the let of Decomber, 1851, the wals
were conveyed across the letuus utider wn arrsige-
muunt with i Nes-Uranndian Goverwoent, and toe
avernge rato paid for transportati i, including toe ex
rﬂ of Rou'e Ageuts in croesiog the lsthmnus, was a

_gliun OV el Seveulgen oonls & pound. In Octibor,

181, a tewpurery arrsngement was medo wich toe
Comipsuy by wihich they were aloved 27
:‘nu & pound, e naxunum iste autborized by law,
this time 1he amount of mail matter iransported was
oomparatvely rmad, and the service Wad portormod
ng.bf catoes apad partly by mules, Tue greaws
smolut of mail matter carried, e greater wouid
be tbe oost of Lransportotion; apd it thereloe $-eaicd
#0 be but just te pay socording to weignt. No attempt
was made (o reduce the price, althougl the cust of tae
servics bad iucreasea fiow #40,357 in september, 1851,
o 8119,747 in ber, 154, until the radromd was
@owploed and Compauny had pudlisted their taritl
of raus. Tew cents per pound was to be their charge
@D express freight for pussenger trains, as well na tor
the "rlﬂ ¢ of passcnger tiaine: ' batss b {'--:ﬁ
pavy thiat this did not include the expense o
of potting the goods on board of tue
steamers or their couveyance fom ship to shore, ia
which case Lher charge wad L5 cents o pound, L cou-
eloded not ouly to allow them that peice, but, o view
of the Ymportance of the work, aud wishing to deal
with them i a (dberal spirit, fixed the o. mpensation ot
18 cents & pound. As ced in my lsst Keport,
© Lumpany tefused to soquisece in that deisiem,

mg{luwmoWMQMﬂDr
@ember, 1 In April fullowing the diffivuities
n  Nicarsgua hnd closed the ruvute thro that

which made il impossible for me tv hnve
wais of the United Btates conveyed by
other routo thun via Pavama, and 1 wes thon noc-

]
.

troubles aud probable bankrupteies whicth
nance of We mail service woula have cassud
if wot th ds of our citi vn both
sptic and Pacific ovasia, | was compelled to
to what I cousidered 8 gross uupositi-n, aod
of the Departuwent reducing the rate wae re-
the compapy bave continned to be puid
Whe rete of 22 ovuts & pound np to this tiwe. [ue
#lnnn Rauroad is 18 milos W leugin, and, ia its con-
and equipments, codt, it s said, 35,000,000,

The eervice pﬁnm is twice a wocth eah way, To
show the bitancy of the d d made by toe couw-
:},uwmm b DEoCseRy 1ar we o reler W oae of
railroads io the United States waich recelves ao
sdequate competsation for the services readered tne
Deparunent; wud a lke relerence conld be made
 the compensation recsived ? other raifroads
ith & mmilar reslt. The New-York und Erie Ral-
ia A0 uules iu leogth, and cost over 841,000, W),
service porformed 18 nineteon trips s week, for
which they redeive $02, 0004 year, Toe PPavawa Come
w wish b rued o sting sbout one-tourch ne mach ay
ﬁot-l’uk and Erie, petiurming but s tite of the
scrvice, received the Ilnst yoae $19,055 U6 more con-
aud for the &'mmut yoar are likely to receive

an amount pearly doable thet paideo the fnl:u U
:.y. Viewing this as an sttempt to draw from toe
earury more thau was properly doo, it ought in my
opinion, W be prowpitly rebuked; sud 1 would, thore-
re na the late p e ol A low L.

alion to & s uot exceoding $50,000
per aonuw, Tois would be a liberal and jus' reng-
‘weratiou fur all the services rondered to tue Govein-

%

71

weekly servioe, aud 1 won'a sk that power
rogh . h;:ul::‘ inlo & couteact
malls twico & wau turns! wiin
iy P:nm.,b’ e routs via :\'iwm-m or
“’.:\d “‘; :G; Ihmn‘ excoeding $A0,00 & voar,
The 0 Dopartment fur toe 1
W B0, 405, 180 36, viz; e
VAN L. 2102880 T8
17,602 67
« BS54 a2
FTRCE BT
L]
Bis) sy
40015 i
8561 9y

line

ot Comp tw Pos o
wr Bbip, Steamibont sod Way Lot
dr'wm:‘hnlnfmll "
rapping Paper............
Fur uﬁ:ﬂn‘uhun‘ . ¢
Ao

or

due 1o e

doe to Ureat Britalu ..
The gross revenue of tho Dopars
Puroes, in the past Lical yuar, w3 0

Letter Portage. e ees s B1,754706 % ‘
Bepintered Lettens e R 3
Brau pe soid. 3 gum;:! »
;n.o,ar!l st Paophis ‘: b
I'::l'l-mrnu retorned a;:c‘
Letter ivliee 4+
vy gt i
“l_- ‘-.uru i 1474 88
‘la--‘-\.vhl.lnr:'m.. f I-p-"t. ipte awi
Potal,iseissnseasnsenssssnssnsnannas FER LINTIR |

svente daived frum pedt wges ani
whrnced in the foregoing st te neur,
A the permunent sunusl appropriate i of KiK.

::h.i‘i:,f:] l':; the scte of 30 Mavb 53K a d 3
Mt chi, 1801, for mail sy ices madercd to the Govera-
scnt i e trnnepossaton and deli ory of free waser,
1) & e e rosenue of 1bhe year 184, will scwmar to
87,020,520 16 The txpenditu-es of the year, ay befure
stated, were 810, 103,55 36, 1o waich ja o be added
he st of 45,184 58 for meconuts clmed by bag
aud * o mpromised debre, ' loes $612 UG, fur the wnoant
of cis dit balances chaed by ' suspeass neouat,” eave
ing the whole expeusiture of the yous, B4 stated by the
auditor, B1U e 208 18 Tlene it appuars thal the o x-
JGitures over Lie groed Teveans of the year
2 PRT, VA6

The - act to redace and m dify the ratos of postage,
“and for other purposes,” appoved March 3, 183,
went o 0, erttion on the Int of Juty, 1531, Hy tha
net the Hand 10oent 1atgn foriulang |P:'l-rr-,wlo1|'-q1.-]
by the sct of 1840, we @ redoced 0 J cen'a prepnil
i 0 5 cenis onpad, f 1oy dietanoe nooer 5000 miles,
and double for distances over 3 O00 wiles withu iho
United Biates,  Tbese rares coutioned wuttl the Ist of
April 180, when U e lam requiniog pre-phy et of -
lena lettern took effect, and estaldisned the preseut
reoer B pad 10 cepta, prepaic, 1o the sl year wh b
cuaed June 30, 1852, the fiiet of the adop wn of the re-
o d Tates the reventn wis dimin sued aboat 2 per
cent; and for the pericd of fous yrears termiosting os
whe Uik of Juse, IR, 1he aveoage sunas iocresse of
revess fiom det or postage aud «lemps sold Was ouly
9 =100 per cent, ponrly 4 por eent f which average
was derined fiomn (ke ex raurgisery lucreose in 1804,
which cacecaca tho previovs yoar 21 910 por eout
Tu QU3 1a0 srd 150, twe busiucss of the country was
neibher se iously depressed por embsrraseca sud ye
Lhie BV eTge WL Py e an ks Yours was bes than o) per
colit, iro i which it is lair to couvindo Vet Jow rates of
putbge bave cetred to stanulnte Lie corespoaden.e of
Wie conntry. i

It s ertimated that the expeoditurea for the your
1657 will smount to 310058 LF8 viz:

Iito e groes !
the vibir aaurces ¢

Fur trausesrtatlon of tee malls, forcign and inland, sod for
lural naeLla, tote agertts B | Mivwawiigefe. $A6Ie 0
For conpe usation 1o pusttn re anip, elvambost
and Wiy letiers, wrapping guper, office fure) ure
sover isitg, mall buge, blanks, wal locks, kevsand
d special agoue,
1ped
3 %K ™
P 0
Forbaistce puyab
BLALUBNLgs snasn sonnsnnssbanspsansrrrotesasbstone 218,15
Fur lutter earmierse .. vosnssnees Jraxe]

» 1065 678

Totl.... .
The V wre estutiated

vare available fur the year

1,7 78, viz:

it of the revenue aeccnnt on the 3L June,
. e TR B T8

Provable aviilaile balstce... .
e v peva e Doy BBG0, estimi
Approprintiie appazable w

BLu LIy kL FaW e s aas

Totuliesss
Estinuten
Cun grees, OOh s
11 the ps rossne ut an
grevted by Copgress fon servioses rovdervd 1o the Gove
ennwent 1w the travemisston and disteibaton of freo
water, be embroced o the revesoe ol each yoar, the
upetal excesd of eapeudituie over revenue for four

yenrs puse, will be gs ol owa, viz
Facoan ol eXpeLEIture yesr endisg

f yenr endiog Ju
yeur endicg o
1 Xy tute yeur engitg Jon -

JLe ochenes do (808 wae, as nbe iated, B1000 .
J61 7. When 1 came into tho adminiswration of the
Depurniment i March, 1853, the habil vs of the year
bud peen chiclly meance, sod of vonire ex sting ea-
Yau--umun weie fulty met,  Io the fulio ving year the

Jepariwent wos enabied by the proctice ol a proper
eoopomny aud by the increese of ite revenae, to ealage
its capercitmice whe e the publicsereice 1o guieed ot aned
alb Lhe seine tinie couniderably 1o rodu s e deticion sy,
But i the year 1565, tho twereare of revente was suall,
on0 the adatdionsl vurdens thrown upon the Depart
ot were vay large.  Theso were nodoed in detsil in
my nusua report of that year, but 1 dec u ic expedient
again to roler thew, A ecousidurnble lem »f wereass
urost frum 1he grant of Jager comaissions ke paet
wasters by the act of June 22 1850, wrich smounted to
abunt #6008 31, te which are to bo sdded varons
grauie lo mall coptracture, smoubtiog to £ GG 22
bud orher atems fulluing en apgregai  luveense of
A2 100 LY in tie deficunty of 1305, Lue defiviency
ol 100 08 1o hke mum-rw{umd by the operation of
e Act of Jund T 1856 practing wcipasea commise
slons Lo pustInastes, 1l'v the urentor cost ol Lo mail sope-
Vi o the Misgissippn River, and by the rapid exton
#on of 1he service genetally,  The saditional com gec-
sulion 1o postmdetoro in 196 undur tue 8 0 weutiued,
alune ancwnts o pot Joes thin 50 M0, and wibour
rogerding tae imm cuse ierenes of eerviee thronzhoot
the country sineo thie yoar 1859, it ol be seon that iF
the nodmopnl cvmpen-ation ello sed o postmsstors
nlone bo deducted from the expenditiees, the sbole
oeticies ey of the year will not exceed that of I8N0 mwore
then $114,000,

W liie tke detflciency has been thus augmentod, the
inereage of serviee bud beon very greal,  Daring this
l,l;m.d. the roilrond service woas jcerpqsod 7,908 wilca

length of routes at @ cost of #7090 0, Th= jucresse
ot suvice by modes notspecitied, in the diferent pee-
tivns of the Union  the ssme period, am mnted to
140N wivcs i lenugth of routes, nud 5252944 in nu-
noal transpostion, the additionnl cost of which was
#iit ol There war & rediction in coach and stes -
bust service, owiog chictly to the construetion of rail-
rotiile, but mueh hguer prices bad to e paid andes toe
new httinge, and aithouzh the tabies show a decrease
of 5,751 wil -8 m bots deseriptions o sorvice dunag the
th1ee years, the incrense | cost amonntod to 83040 750,

In Wy Just Aunusl Report, o neterring to the deii-
cleney inahe Post-Othos reveoue, I expreesod my re-
gret that Congress hna not abollsbed the tranking priv-
epo when (hey passed tbhe At of March 3, 1801,
reoueing the ratos of postage.  Thag xperience of tae
lust yenr hosentisfied oo nore (ally that this privilage
should be spevaily abotished.  For months dunog this

car free mmiter, by the law, passel through the oaie
Wwio every part of the United Statos, interfordog groatly
withi the tegpr transmizsin of the correspon dence of
the evuntry, ~ When this fiee matter passes from the
ruilie nde, 0t is almost “impracticable 1o soraard it hy
the oroinary ccuveyaneos,  The evil is yearly inoneas.
ing, detraciing largely from the revenuce of the Dy part-
went ond iopairivg its cfficiency,

Hy the act of 1800 the wvewne of the Post-Office
Depsitment was entirely in the couteol of the Post-
ma-ter-Genrrnl;  the ubjects of expeoditure belog goa-
erally left to bis discrotion, wod be wnssiaply roquined
to pay oll the expenses. The extonsion of the postal
gyetam ovar var rapodly crowomg country gt red &
moere therough orpanization  which was e Tocted
by the act ot July, I8i6, That Act rogured * spe-
oific  estimates™ 10 bo  sobmitted at each s
ricn of Congress, and when g appropriation wis
made it was Hwited o the ageiog ste sum of those s
timates, snd there was o acthoricy to escoed thom.
The apj reprintien was mado out of ths reycutes he
Poet Office Dvpartuent;  the the being &
Liepm et shonld sustain iteelf, o beaeticent of
fects of this act, ibtecded 1o sccise a aystoam of 1ig 4
l(\'{.lthiﬂ}alli\),i}ﬂ\t bevn bpained by Various cadsqs,
Aner estitintes have been pubmived, sdditions! ser-
viee, imvolving lugo expenditires, his beon requiced
by iaw, without say widditional eppropriation, [he
ratlions sorviee, which tas been rapiby eatundod T
evary eection of the coustry, thouge much mors ad-
Yaulngoous, s fsr mote ex,e ueive than the old modes
ol mrsice, aud the inerensed reveage arisdog therofoon
has not heen an proporien t the incaetsad ontlay.
Lhe ieduced rates o) r-:u.;-- haviog Lagely reduogd
e rovenny, it baa not been po sib'e cunting the vx-
prolitures of the Dopartineet w inoomee, 8ol
the Postinaster-ercral bas bovn ¢ droa ,‘\.'.' s
Comgress annually to approjraae the il
Iih}r t'lq-blunl '}’hml::y. 'l"l s canses have rewoied. b
ofleet, the salotary sestzained mpo ¥ v i
18300 un d Dsft the boad of this D'::i,:,;" Zu:ua.;;.:o:'
degree vocontoodled in his capandiana,  Tris stut of
things shemid not continue.  The luws shooM b
o lramed s 1o wdwee 8 wetlivient smoiant
of revewue L dofiay a per eaponditares, I
views pegurdivg the abolition of the ftankiog
a wensiie WhEh would creatly rodoos the . s
of ihe Depmtinent, be wot adoptd by Cong
would movmonad We passsie of a law onso. o
Dyjartoent 1o chat e he oo o Ary 1ates of ],...,‘n"
Jeviers and pristed malter which 00w | 1es teoe th
the tonila, IF, in naditinn 20 this, e o tiies of the oo
ol Wtk Aogoet, 1502 allnswviner 3 dedoa q af
Ovit ou nowspapors and wriodi
Iy or yearly in savance, be a?
in wy lest iwo spiis] ropurts, sud
relieves frow the expense Cuoan "
inthmus serviee, it wopld, Wit 4 proger oo
sustsim ifsols

my
W _L,:t'

Lpentiogre

]
ths when pald qua ter
bed

Tho power of the beag of this [hang-t-
mont oy !] o 'l'n'-:‘:::‘\-' woult thea bo contised

o

hilit fetap atind by

projer Nedes, aad the =
e net of 1%.0 aeain «
""l}lvlt»;v- ration of the s wert Fnly dPuch fes
prik 1da, re uling propayricat of postaas og leigns
from :;,,t_ poltin 10 A0 'i’“,l._-_t P 175 o, 1o '
Pruved genemnily very entiofarc - Withant allc e
. } Yy Lol adjc
0 other g fvartagee, it stfonds tha only sure 1-«1-1.‘:‘5

Sardis. o ths .
RARFEDug the D par:ment e inet [oe feom feom Meand

oF casel 2
Fearelwantie; and ] bog 3 reacw viy fur mar recom

mirdation for the presaga of an act ""'I,‘.‘f prepey:
nent nlen comn WPeary vn a'l tranalent Fio' s ier.
Py the aetoi 34 Mareh, 1945, the Pawznssion 0
e18) Iy autharized puder the poscrictions mad 779
font of existiop In w ta enatract for the tram portaig
ofthe mailaof 51- Uuited Btateqbetwemn a0y of the parte
of He Uoited 8 2 ea mad 4 part or ports 0" an) Ferign
pewer, whepever in his opinos the pay i ntereia
will therehy be promoted. U}i' s mnde bis duty to 0
porttotte next easving Copgres & 093 af o
theie contrsets, wih a ststoment of ths amot
pertae derived upder the same. Thess cor
pinst be tade with endzens of the Duitey State
mail ta-Tied i American vesscls by Amenicar c.tiread,
srd the suptracts mey de made for a term oot cxrerd-
g ten youre, ard must comnia stipniationar =317 ¢
e right to e tan Honss aof Cangrese e ferni=a
them ot 11y time by jeint resalanin Tae

iven hy *Uis act le one noder which targe etper e
nvolving nultions sonid he coanted, bat neither
predicersere or myself hea ever used the sathonitoy
thus given, Belleving that Unsagrosa shoall reserve
to sl the tight to sy fo how many snd to whs
f 1o gn ports the mails of the Unisd 8 ates shoald bo
tearspunted, acd the amount of money whisa shoald
be e3w1ded fur Lt purpwe, T woald rocommena the
rep 6! of 60 mueh of this act as confors this gruat power
o the Pod movwtor (Geveral, )

Tie contiact for the lines betwaen New-York and
Rremen, apd Now.Y: rk and Southampton aod Havre,
will expie ot te 1st Jane, For the most part the e
vire bus been performed to toe satisfac jon of toe
portment, I this service is to be costineed 1
prrtirent shonld st opee be nuthorized to advertse
Leke such other e pa na may be Bewmed wise aud 0x-
proisnt by C-narors to seenre that object, The present
Comtencture atnte toat they are propaod to ba W other
ard swil e rstiipe thap those now oo theirlines, provided
their evpiTant L- renewed; acd if the serviee ia fo 20
into other baods, the pew contenctor: shoull bave am-
ple time piven them by which thes may bhe ann ‘I"-_'{ to
commence the new eervize on the expral InIu: the
present contract. In 1e lation to thes il linrs :"
fureign joits, | may be permitted ts ohserve that if the
prestt rystem is to be conticued of susiaining theo 1o
whole or i pert ou’ of te funds of $te Geooral 1ives.
iy, 10 verson 1 pereeiged why one port of ine Uatted
States sl uld be prefer® 1o the exclusion of othors,
From the et of Now-York there now g loar Lines, em-
brachig tbe brasch from New-Oeeans to Hevana,
abih recdive from 1he Inasury the yearly sm of
$1. 408000, And appropristions cominne * ) be n: I'"."'!
tor othier Jives runting feuim the seme port. The extab
hehmen® of stean lioes from apy port adls con=ider
ably fu its ¥ace and importance, and the advantages
avieir g the refrom suould be distribured equally, 28 far
as poawticabie, stong the differcut States of the Udlon,

Genersl sepolardy bas been ohserved on all the
Usiten States Mail ‘senuhip lioes, escept betwecn
New (0losne and Vira Couz, sod New-Odecns and
Aipipwadl. On the live to Vera Urns the sorviee ls1s
LeVEr (om0 up to the mouiremeots of tho confract,
umly tewo 1ripe me .Mf' ivstend of thres, baviag boen
pettomed, cmittieg Tampico; and from the 10th Ad-
gust 1o the lita October last the service by steamer
was entizely snspondes.  For these delinguencies sait-
b deductive: bayve boen made, B

The pust serious l-nuq';!wh.!q bawe arisen from the
rejostcd Influies of the New-Oreans mail to covnect
winh the New-York sud Pacific line at the Lsdints of
Papona, No les than thirteenof these fiilares, « ither
onwand or iuward, bave occurred sinee thoe 20th June,
1tid, Some of these, it is alleged, have Duun ocda-
poncd by Bocidents to steamers, bnd olbiers rom otler
cun=es Devond the cuptrol of the Company, Mioy
moie fuluies bave occarred since the coatraciors have
run via Hovens, (bao when the service was dinct
betwetn New-York and Aspinwall, From Jaly,
1o Seprember, 154 1he ails were eonveyed direct,
Lut by their contracl tbe Company stijalai: only to
yun trom New-York sod New-Odeans 1o Havana,
thence by ove e to Aspinaall; mud the Doparts
cavrot compel thrm to keep up the direct secs
Every wens howeser, o the power of the Dej
went, bas been, sud witl continue to be eaploscd in
entoremg regularity, and it Is to be hoped there will be
Lo further cavse o complaing )

1 regret that the differences Litherto preventiog the
eovJusion of & Pustal Convention with Frapee aec stiil
neaejusied.  The bope was culertalued tnat e (hie
D puituent bad yiclded tothn dedice of the Froneh
Guvernm ot, os negards the adoption of the quarces-
entee seale for letters, that nn srrangemoent would
before this bave teen consummated and in sue. ool
pperaticn. The torms offcred ou the part of ibe United
States are cortainly libera, and thoro Bppears to be no
gead remson why ihey may oo be accepred. 1t was
with reloctnnce, bowever, thal consont on oor part
was given 1o the quortescunce seale, siove the Lalé
outee for ringle litem 48 the sealo odecrved with
ue, sl in a)l cur posta) arrangements with foreign
and looking to a ctienp, simple. and ns
racticable, uniform systen of postage, which 1t
hoped way betre fowg be araoged for inter-
natiouel  cutteependgence  throughont  the  civillaed
wor kg, it wonld be an mportant | oiat gained were tue
Frineh Governon bt o arsont 10 the geosral introduoe-
tion ¢ tbe holl-ousee sono.  The Frewch Governm at,
bavieg wace provision o the transit conveyonve
through Edglasd, of booke, pumphleéts, newspapors,
whgezabes, udl uther pristed waiter from the Uiited
Sotes acdreesed 1o Fraaee, A geien, or Cites of Tar-
key, 83 tiannd E gy pt, whero Fiance ling posial seean ge-
tne il=, on appd cstiun to the French Dot w-tieaeral

T Verts, i tpe month of Msrch inst, instinetions were
jreted trom this Dopartiment authorizing the transmis
sim via Englonid of all such prioted mater on prepay
wend of the Batne rates of Uniteo Stntes postago as arme
charcenbic thereon when dispatebed to Franee.

A proposition bas been recvived from the British
I rt-Office tor & seduction of the psstage between the
Unitea States snd Great Britalp, from 21 to 12 centd the
prple letier, Lo apswer, this Depadgaicnt Las ingica
terd o wlingoess 10 aeeece to this propusal, provide!
tbe transit ehinrge on weils passing throngh Foglaad
tevtn sl to the United Btates Is redueet to 1) ceate
an e nece, the price paid by that Governwent for th
comveysnee of e Brithh Bud Canada mails theough
the United States.  This Departawnt has beca for
yearr euicavorisg to bave sa nbatement mado in this
trepeit  chargze,  which e considired  execsive,
and in the prescut icetsoce the condition  was
rerdered 1ecessary, insrmoch as & reductin on ibe
United States nul British corr ence will iny sive
a s o 1eduction of the ren postago ou tho United States
ane Contruentsl closed mails, the effect of whicn would
be gremly to reduce the rocuipts from the Ugited States
waid steateship linw, unless thore s 8 corrosponcing
reonction 1ot e Britieh transit tax; so tkat by lower
18106 correspendence would be fuerenred sutticiently to
prevent bose, 8o far as Great Briain 1 concernel, in
the event ot & reduetion simel, in the Atlaatio pustace,
it is pot likely she would soffer any seriots duninution
of hur pustal revenucs, siuce she would donbtless e
cummpensaled for avy loss un that sccount by the in-
crceacd amount of truisit postage sbe would realize
woder such an arropgement, is condition waa,
Luwewir, coupled with an offor on the part of this e
partment to bave (o tracsit price for alt closed mails in
Al couptries fizea st the puiform rate of 127 ceuts aa
s vr—  cobecssken which wonld secare to the British
ano Cslifornia aud West Indis ol od malls the right
ol baell iu rod @ vises 8t one ball eud in othor ot ouly
oue quagter the price now charged under the tresty, |1
whe the more teady W make thia ¢ ueggsion, first, be-
eapee 1 regard it of the highest jamportance that the
correependence bolween this couantry aud Earope

bis uid be retieved from the ereroas tax to which it is
now eu i) wd, o srder that the people on both sides
of the Ationtiy, i their sovial and busunces intere surse,
way be as lrtle tramieled 68 possible; and, soc and,
In cnuee it is hbowise very desirable, as well ia ferviga
% i Comestiv por bl srcangeaents, whas sioplicity and
unifor wity should be obeorved,

Airsppeaan s have boen made botwesn this De
phr inent and the podsl authonities of Great Nritain
avd Unsacn, providing for stration of valasole
htters Mabswitied beiocen those ecuntrive awd tce
United Stetes. JThe Lalled Stotes reguaaation foo s
five cunts, the same o8 oo n-;_,l_‘latumvll etioms destined o
uny place in this covnbiy. | be articles o agrecnvat
al¢ phbeded )

Articles of sg reemont have been al{dwnud exeenl-d
on bl (ol this Departineat, prov diag for 8 rogulac
+ el spge of maits with Hollasd, Tve project is lavor
ably 1eparded by the Gevernmer b ol the Nothersads
and nesurences finve buen reccived lesding to the be
bet that with a shight woduf atin toushiog tho Belman
thacit paseage, it will be scospted,

Ap iniorwnl arsogemnnt has boco entercd nto wih
the fiew City o Hamburg 'or an exchange of malls by
went s of the Cin ot boe ol Hambug stosmons, plyiog
twou bly betweon that city and the City of Now Yock,
Tbo tingle ra‘ec of postage « stablished fur Jotters is ton
cents; Lo wails fvr plices boyowd Heavag belug
tronswatied l}_\ this Jlue. .

W ith Mexico po po2tal copvention Las yet be oa con-
cluded, but it is copfideotly boped that the prad b2 ue-
guliatone on this suldoct may tesolt ia an wrang sucat
wutvally advantagevas b bod conntrics,

Fhe statstica of the fercige wail service am folly

suted In Aposeadiz A, snoexed to tils report. [ wal,

however, bl fly mention some of the prine pal vesa'ts

i this important braseu of (30 SeEVICR, a9 cotipared

Eafh dr» Uptdadions of e dwal year, coding wih of
une, 1%,

-
to

ate amount of postage, furcian and d+
spapricd by the L witod States Mail
wes war #1000 IR wblch 4 A de-

: 1,50 40 from the previeas year.  The de-
g o of pusiazes hy the Collins Yoo we 813,117 &
By o Havre live 344 01, and by te Chasieston and

Havais livg €505 61 by tha Dreses live the post-
faer wers [uerese-d 212573 77, by the NewsY nk angl
Calitorzin Yieew §o 70 0 and by the New Ocleage

@d Vera Cruz nid iR
1he yota) siney f Jutter postage: 0 B-lsh mall
dur aoe waa $O07 849 ?-.1, b.fr.ﬁ aderconn fm;

of &, M8 T, O Gts amoust, $704,031 10

was eolieeted in the United Btates and X617 M ia

Groat Britsin, showing an excess of A4 10 o
i:&lhﬁn - nppasd ed from (Great
Brit-in exemded the paid reeeived 154,151 X and

the pard 1ot frm the Uuited Siates exreeded the no-

il ment $148959 16, .

: The t. tal 1-trer postages on Prussian closal mei's
wes $279.4¢5 T1, wiich varies bat litte from tha pre
crdmg year, when the postiges_on Ahie cleta of cor
respendence smonted 1o $209.579 16, The proport on
of 1Lin peatage coliected by the United Stafes was,
bomever, largely incromsed, the exosss eollect-d fp this
conr ey imng #5098 =1 This exeeas duriog the pr~
viows year was 0722 78,

The nmount of letter postager on Havre mails was
&1+ 179 (5 all of which was pullected o this eoun'ry.
Last l)ur the postages on these mal's amounted W
£16 915 V2

A correasondir g decrrase ¥aa also taken place in the
amount of corretpundence exchangsd with Bremen,
the tetal postagrs being only 0,79 %, or 41,574 21
less then 1o the precediog yesr. -

{t wiil thus be observea that the amount of foreign
ecnespordence has not only fallen off very considers.
bly but the revenne derived therefrom to the Uaited
Stutes Post Office has likewise heen materially lessened
by tLe largely increesed collectiony made in this coua-
15, & ¢ mparcd with any previous year: Daring the
year endimg $h Jane, 1505, the excoss of Briush
postages collected by the United States over thes totsl
pmonnt of the Usited Sintes poss eullecred by
G Britain was 301,59 61, This gxress daring the
I: scil year wor increased to £51.500 X3 not #ith-
stopding the dimivished amount of corncspondonce.
Libe re=a'ts are exhibited in respect to the mails ex-
chmpged with Prneein and Bromen, showing that under
our poatal arrangemonts with those ecuotries the prinsis
Jle ot 0{1;. pal mepsymont operates very 1:ne-|u§}l_v
peeinst the Urited States, the expenses of colloction
Leing chicfly borne by this Department, which ot 'y
rollycts its onn, but slso a very large proportion of the
fo cigu postages, and eeonnts for the semo in full, to
the foreign office, withuut receiving any compensatory
b 6t inreturn. ’ ’

The are #s amount of United States postages on mails
corvesed diring the year by the Collina lne wis
£115 567 11; by the Brosien line, #1°%.007 61, sod by
the Havre line, $58.483 2 Dodocting the Uwited
States mland pesteges on theso maile, the oot revenne
from ooesn postages by the Coliing lice was &350,
719 14; by 'Le Bremen line, 56 112 88, and by the
Pavie lae, §71,992 10, A

The gepern] 1eanlts of the foreign mail sorviee dar
ing the year, ns calubited in the Apperdix, will be
fourd, vn .-.-auli ariedn not to vary matocially in other
rerpects from thaee of the fiscal yoar cuding b Juoe,
1R,

Notwittstanding the unonsusl extension of mail fa-
cilities apd the [ncrease of railroad service, the num-
ber nnd cost of mail-bags have been vory considecably
dminsted  The reauciion o this iwm of expense
amounts to $11,512 75, or 1 per eent lesa thaa the
cxperditure incurred for this article in the preccding
yebr, Measutes which have becn adopted 1o check
shusce anag eecure incrcasd vigilance and accounta-
bisity in respect to this specics of pirblic property, as
well'as improvements whieh have been wtroguced in
tr o syatem of beesing and distiibution, are belinved to
be the priveipal urcnmstances which have tendot lo
proc uce this favgrable result, A

A reoort will e presented to Chngreas con'alaing a
ame cific statement of the fioes impesod ano the dedas-
tirns made from the pay of the contractors C filires
ard ¢iber irregnlarives woich have oscurred in the
couveyance of the malls duriog tho year. It wili bs
secn that these fines and deduetions have smonnted to
the sum of #102.740 05, During the previous yoar thoy
sm ounted to 8121550 68, L

On ke posenge of the Pos*.Oflico ,\Fpmpmtmn i,
ft the Jast Session of Congrees, the fillowing amond-
mert was ipsated aod Lecame o law: *Andbe it
» finthee enneted, Thet the First Contralie: of the
" Trensury be avd 1= bereby regairod to adint the
v dymaces doe to Edward }{. Carwick mod Athert €,
© Homeey, on accourt of the abiiion by the Post-
o oaster- Goneral of their contract to earry the mail on
“he Vern Crnz, Acapulco and San Franclaco roate,
“iated the  1ith  February, 1553 ; to adjadge
+ and award to them, sceording to the principlesot law,
“equity end justies, the smonnt so foan i dac; and e
“8eerctnry of the Trensury is berehs reqaired to pay the
tanpe 1o tbe said UCmmick and Roneey, out of any
* meney in the Tressury not otherwise sppropisted.”
I append 10 th report copics of the e .vrr--n{:mdnm-u on
fite i the Department on this sabject,  From this i
will be #cen that the eontract wes simply a coaditional
oue, nud to have o foree and validity nnless it met
with the sanction of Congress. !n order to enahle the
projectuss of the route toshow that it was pra ticable,
#1.0 (hat the mail could he eardicd withio the time stip-
plated in the conteact, and thus te recommend its aday-
tion by Conuerers on their spphication, my predeceszor
undor date of 7th March, 1=53. autaoiized the Post.
masters of New-Oploans, San Frans sco, Monterey and
San Diego, ** to moko up and scnl mail by the Vers
“Cruz m @t Aespuleo | ne, when the sald commnnica-
“ gion b= open and the ¢ ntractors are prepared 1 carr
5 nail un the terma of theie contract of Februnry L5,
%" In communienting with the contractors this
autkority to tie Postmasters, Le informed thom tant it
was given ** wite the exprss underitawdiog thot
 pgdtver this Degartment nor the (fovernment #a4 to
e in auy way lolden for uf capsnscs sitending
* gneh serviee: bot, ng provided in the contract, it is
b Jefi to Uopgress Lo determine Abether the contiaet is
# g be swpetioned by an appropristion to earry it intd
¢ effect, the pay 1f nuy, for esid serviee commenciog
“ guly in sevorespee wita the ters of the contraet,
¢ pamely, trom the time Cengress should ratify the
wpontroes,”  Thus the matier stomd on the Sth March,
1%t On the 1ith of Joze of that year, the Depart
wept received the letter referred to in wy firt Aunaal
Report, 1 silence Lad beeo observed, and the con-
traeiivg partios had gone vo making expenditares, with-
out & brewledge that it ratiication could nog be ree-
cmmended 1o Congress, they might have bad some
pretext for cemplaint.  Afor a careful considira.
tior of the subject, the conclusion was arrived af,
that the rtonte wos impractiosble for mad pur-
poses, ard that the contract could nol moct my
spprobation. There biing my views, 1 doemed it
but. just to the contractcrs that they ehoul! know
them, and they were accoroingly commu leated to them,
Jeaving 1hem 1o Cefermine whether they woald od
in ther evdeavors to establsl the route, and obtain
tLe ratifieation of the contract by Congroes, with-out the
aid of the Departmment, or abardon the sttompt.  Ruch
was the action of the Dopartmear, ard the eanse of it
w Lich did not cortaiuly interfere with any of the rights
of the contractors, Neitlor was the onlec of the Post-

master General of March 7, 185, sooulled. The mail
to and frotu Sen Francisco being a vory important one,
it was dectoed but proper that the bead of the Depart-

ment thou!d alone deternine whither the contractors
hud provided the peecssary wenns (or its safe transmis-
sion, sod that this power sbiculd Lot be uureservedly del-
epnted; the Portimnsters at Now.Urle ws, San Francis.
00, Mon‘erey apd San Dicgo wore thercfors directed,
in core the contrsctors sppli-d 10 thew for & mail
**to report to the Oepartment for farthor instenetd s,
No instroctone were ever ouund by the I'ostansters,
nor was avy tequest mede by the contractors
to deliver the wails. The culy ipstance in
which such request was made, was that contained in
the letter of E H Carmick of Nov., 12, 1853, in which
he seks that an order nay be given, perwiting bun
“‘as cpe of the contrectors to carry a mai! on this
“route from Celifornia, leavieg it optisoal with persons
“to sewd by this way, snd designnte the same oo the
“lettor;” but as it appeared that the contrast had zone
into viber hands it wae not thought that n reply was
vrecrssm v, In the same spizit, and with 8 determiua-
tie B pot to interfere with (e contraet, or with anything
oy [iredeuunr Led done, the lotter of tae HWth of No-
vember. 1853, to Mesers. Hurris and Morgan, waa writ-
ten, Judependently, Bowever, of these coosiderations,
there wes Lo ob igation, cither express or implied, on
il part of 1he I partwent, to aid the contrastors in
the ratificarion of their contisct by Congress. A the
#xjérses inenrred were at the rick of the contrastors,
svivisily sssvned by them, and if they could bave
of uwn ibat the route was es practicable and expeditions
ne represented, their  contract would no doubt
Live been ccufinued by Congress, and them-
swives snply ipdemuiicd  Their aliegations in
their Jetters to the Depariment, that the roal wae
cquipped, snd that they had piaced the commereial
vititz Ui Sap Frapeioo aud New-Orlonos within fideen
Jaye poeial inte ligence of esch other, cou'd then bave
been eonraborate d, apd cou d =004 have been shuwn to
b 1l cuse, po rid from the Department was nesssary

avd Bu cpperition that conld bove been wade woul
;,\. e ictl:‘i-lthlh- rnt.iﬁu':'?n of thelr contrmct by

opgrees, and the age pf an sppropriation 1o ¢

it twto « et lmo lbfbm.o:gﬁnbop,’ i
Very respeetlnlly, your ob't sory’

Tothe PREsitn sy, JaMEs ©

—_——- = -

SECRETAKY OF THE INTERIOR'S REPORT,
Divarinest oF THE ISTERIOR, )
Novewbor 29, 184,
Six: | bave the lonor to sudmit W you my ausoal
teport, givitg o bricf bistory of the cperativns of tuis
Dieparticent wlile under my charge,

Toe At for its orgar zation was iounaturely copsil-
ered, othermise so mony subjects, in almost evesy
noepact elerlildar, wonkl pot have heen united in the
sotse Departiwent, There is no congruity in the prne
ciphi 8 by which the Jiffuront bascans are goversed, sud
b Cewirinus which the bead of the-Department is con-
stuntly calied ppou to make, bave Ll or va relstion
o cach otber, aa & mere glasce sl the matters in-
sousted fo bis caze will readily show,

Ts 15 Departmert by the ongasic set, is vonfided
e rupar¥ision of the Pa*<pt Office, the Geners' Land

5
MPBELL.

Offce, e Tudian Offfee, I' 4 B paion Odee, the Com-
wissioner of Pobbo B sbe Beurd of Inspectors
s1d Warden of the P pigeniiary of the Distriot of Co-
lenubia, the CeBe™m aod the secounts of the Marshals,
Cliks and eiter officers of all the Uuited Statcs
Cuoutts, eiwbracing those of the District of Columbis.
T theas have since been added the lusane Asylam,
the Mesican Boundary survey, sud the construction of
several teniteorial roads, AR

When the legitimate ohjts of the different Degat-
ments are duly comsidered, it would scem that arc:
organization of :he whole had become neceesary, and
that » more sutable srrengement thin the present ono
osuld be duvised, and should be ldq)l ed. At all
events, po fariber burdens ehould be imposed upon
th # Deporiment, aa its labors are already sufficiently
severe and arducus, Whes orgacized in 1363 several
of its bureans were Iarger than moet of the present
Departmerts twenty yeass before, aud th-y have since
been copstantly increasing, and will contizue te do so,
tlheepi:g pace wich the extepsion sxd advancement of

e counliy, By oy

ll'mwill.gunding the Iodian difficulties and other
disturbanzes in seversl of the Peritories, the surveys
of the poblic lavds have progresred rapidly.
quantity of land surveyed, cxclusive of schivol eections,
since 0y Lot report sna up to the J0th of Septembor
laet, was 16,575,699 avres, much of which is now ready
fur market Yy

The crauts made by Congress, 8t i's last Sesaion, for
1ailrona purpeses, beve had the effect of witadriwing
from market o lmge bedy of the poblie lwds, which,
potw itbetar ding every esestion th ¢ oan be made, can-
nwt be :ulundgln Jess than nive woaths, sud peibaps
pot then, 84 it depends in & great di gres upon the oc-
tion of 1kie States to which the grants were mado, and,
in many cases the Jegislation of thoee Statee.

In e 3ecuting the Gracuation Act, many grave ques-
tions bave arecn, tome of which vauaot bo satisace
terily settled witheut the interpesition of Cong.ces.
Every effort bae been made to carry it into effect, so
g8 to benclhit, as far as prasticable, the actaal setter;
but tLe loeseness with which some of ita patts were
drafred, 814 the want of pro.er guard to protect its
srinciples. bas, vhus far, rondered most of those efforts
ln. ffic usl. Many fraudulent eotoies uuder the act
bavis g been reperied to the Ger oral Land Oifive, suita-
ble ru'es and regulations havo been adopted for thelr
conectivn, and to_prevest the occarrence of others,
The priverpsl li.l}irulla arises from the fact. thatin
many cuses, althorgh the land has been entered more
thas & year, bo jmpovenetts, macating a bona
futemticn to porform the 1equireients of the lnw, hiave
been mede, apd in others, the purchasers, jmma-
dintely after the cntries, made sale of - the linde
purchesed, without  the  slizhtest altempt at
“petpal settloment or cultivation,”  Pateuts upon
entrics bave been npplicd for, aud will be grauted
wherover the Lend Offise is sati-lled of the fairness of
the travsaciivn, but where thero are ressonablo groauds
for suspicion, pro f will he negaived to bo*_ﬁlv I, witin
agiviu poriod, to sustain 1be coiry.  1cis, however,
vemnennt fur Congress 1o de clare whether the title to
the s lo1 deshinll pacs to oll, mdiscriminately, or whether
sati factory evidenee of o complinoce with tie spiric
and intention of the law shall be first requied  "The
former vomee wenkd tend most to the reliof of the Laud
Cftice, oo then the jesue of the paten's would be the
opiy labor requited. For the beoefit of purchasers
geveral'y, snd ko States in which the gradastod uwls
fie. it is Twportent iliat tbe watter shoald be promptly
dispesed of, eitber b sanctioning and affieming the
action of the Geperal Land Otiice, or dirceting the
wmterts to be issted without farther requiremont.

e quentity of lasd sold for caaly, during the Lot

fisgal yoor, Wakiaiieiiennanns
A trerefitesiere o

Actes,
A I Te A R plamean
voer BILEZLELN U

i Land Warrants, . 5,582,460.00
] eranns G OALITLR

Leeated wilk Mitvars Ser
Bwaip Loitide spproved b
Heleo wider Ponat
aratted for allecid purpos

L 1RB035, 00

Making  total ofcsese cocsrrrnnransnns o9 528, 104,37
The quaxtity of lapds sold foreash, duriog the second
anc thid quarters of the present caletear yeur, is
2,000, 063,50 sere s—reccived therefor, $1,006,853 ¢
TLe difiiculties in executioz, satisfactorily, theswamp
lad gromts, still exist, Several of the States bave
ssed laws denating these lands for specide pur-
pores. and they now complain, that if the s-lections are
set ieide for poy cause, their faith must be violated. It
is conterded (bt most of those who are conteating the
rights of the States nre mer specnlators, and shoaid
nut be permnitted 1o detest theic permavent intererts—
that thereby mnny of the conoties, and of their people,
will be ivjured, sud the Government not eorrespond-
irgly beuefited, Much of this is time, and alivoogh
nuty errors bave boen committed, yet it is worhy of
consic eration whetber, under all the clronmstances, it
ia pot tho Fest puli:? to approve the selections, so far
as they do not interfere witl actnal sottlens.
Ky ibe Actof April <0, 18IS, it was supposed that
the aonunl maximnm compeusation to Kegisters and
Eeovivers of Lapg Offices wos £3 000 each; the seme
being made up by the salury of 8500 sud one pos
@ertiin conmiseion upen the moneys rcsived from
the sales of the public lauds, Bt ucdee the ruling of
the Supreae Coort, the ecmmi-sion is ecmputed upon
the enount setually received, witli ot regara to vime,
to thut if the commiseion, togeilor with a pro rata
suwoun: of the salary, reachos !3.1-0'! in one muath, aad
the ¢r'aierm then expires, the 5,000 is retaioed
by bitw. Jo many cnses it ls thus mude the interest of
thie o ficer to vacate the difice, because for the remain
der of 1h s your Lo would have to discharge all its duties
withoot futiher compes ention; and where the lunds in
the district are, o8 remetimes is tho case, in great de-

merd, the Govanment might be compelied to pay the
e LI compe neston seversl times duriog the same
year. It is an cvil that pends corroction,

The lond system, under the logislative cusctmeats of
iLe Jast fomr years, and by the active messares takon
to meet deminds for settlemeat, has boen extended,
with entire sveccrs and unprecedeated rapudity, alons
the whole Pacific rlope, mhrm.inf the State of Califor
vin, the Teiritories of Oregon and Washington, aod in-
to the Territosies of Kavsas, Nebrosks, New Mexieo,
and Utsh. This immense geograpbical sorfuce has
Leen vrgatized into six pow surveyiug departiments,
and the public surveys ere in rapid exiension over it.
Snneﬂuﬁ vpera’ions in the new and the old districts
bave, i eame period, been eatended over an ares
of neatly sisty millions of & res, in whieh the lines have
been run and estsblishod.

Duting thie peried, also, there have been
Bobd For Catlsvs s vsinnsesrvorsabnssensnnrsanssnnssass 50,
{For which there has bevn reerived 27,040,131, )
Lecated for Mititary Boanties. sansasrasns

Approved under Bwamop Latd Granta, .
Unbted for Baliroads .

T TR saans

Muking the sggregale. . .covvionas essnanseps
actes, dirposed of, in pait, for farms by d
industrious citizers, 8 ?min-n by titles issued a4 indom-
vity to the defenders of the country. la part to aid the
sew Bintes in redecmivg from overtiow and its conse-
quen.cs valuable Junde, and bringing thew under till-
sge, and the residus in facilitaticg travel aud iuiece
cuusre by the extereion of the milway, cassl and other
syetoms of Lational intercommuicativn, therehy, aleo,
lurgely imereasirg the value of the landed intercats
of the conutry.

e to

It is s earcely Eom‘ble to convey 8 proper idea of the
greatlabor freidest to the um\wg'ubmm!. of the opera-
tions mentioned, It may be stated, however, anoog
nrmerous Lieavy items, that the records of corre -
enee cover binety thousand fol & pages, embrasing di-
tirlon® ppon pnmerons intricato quostiovs of tile, not
Wnltf ¢ derived from forcign Govers ments, but ansiog
under the Innd Jegislation of Congress dusing the past
balf century, Heside this, eight thousand sccounts
bave Leen adjusted, and foar hundred lsnd
pelen’s i=ued by the Governme nt,

An canwivation bas been made, with a view to sy
centnin whether the nuwber of offices of Survoyors-
Ueveral vould vt Le diminished, and it has beer tound
1ot tour msy be entirely discoutinued withia the noxt
::u‘;t:l-.a, and the litiatory steps bave Leea takea to

ales

The vumber of opplications ouder the reccntly-en-
scted botuty Iand lavs to the 2th inet., was 205 264,
those exemined, 20786, of which 122070 have been
allowed, and warranis sl co 22,003,290
seres, ond o 800 bave been fuspended or nyected,
leawit g o S0 wriginal coses pot Yot examived,

Tt #ee lnws buve been executed with all possible dis-
rmln, srd \bere ere comparstively few cizios whish
ave Lot uedegone preliminecy exsainst
Vime thue cotson ot hine been less than one half of waat
won auticipated when the several acts were ttive-
Iy parreo. Althoveh the labor and attention required
Wile pn_u‘}!l.r woik har been scoomplished wn & very
brief peried, avd vet with gmat faithfuloess,

,dbe vecewity of further power being given to the
Conmmissoner of Peosions, to suspen, diminte aud
discoptinee pensions, wleo the revson for granting
thow bas jartinlly or totalis censod, is daily bovomiog
uere spparent.  The Commissioner sionid be elothed
with smbority to strike the name of the pensioner from
tLe peveion Toll, er craduste the pen-ion, whea he is
eatiefied of 1he cersation or dimiveiion of disahility
of an iuvalid pensioner. Cases of this kind are con-
stantly cecurnng.  Upon an sy ation of this closs
of pewsiopers in a pertion of & s State, during the
pret year, it was found that, of wix

tleven were baselese, and the smoun's alowed to mok
ol the iemaivder were mueh thelr presout

disabilicies would entite them to; ro that, it

pevsions were projely praduated, ‘Ih.unlt.ml l:ﬁ::;;
b-’un Trenenry, in the carcs exnmived, wonld be some
£1,000. As thise are tife persious, the aggregate an-
Lual emcunt paid in very large, in comparison with
wlatit soud be, ond, as u.anubeol’rgbu!mul
m:nu is rapidly and constautly ‘og, un-
ooy g, o8 e he ol i

3)erienie and reflection eonvines me that
Wpe priviple upon :ﬁa to base pernjume h‘h&f&

mdigence. The weritork us and
pow Juurly sided by the General
jensions, ranging from €3 30 to

Lt
U]

mas ifo-tly insufficient w s their -
eapruiclly wh o~ they are . hf;:i:’.'\.

compaded to
wrce for dependent § milien. 1f the pi
adiped, aLd a reononable increase madero
pittance of those whoss ccrvices i wante
the anount sorusl'y appropriated would
crensed. but 1l e distiibuaon would be far
equitabic aud bene ficial,

There ore dstinetives and discriminations
Arny s14d Navy pensions which are uere
sbovld not be permm.nl louger to exist.  Buth
be placed on an equality, ss to the anoust te
¢eived, the eircumstances ander which tho

rented, aié the time they shosld ran; u.rm
ip the ove case #hould bu of th same caaracler ag
t eolhiu. o it hse Py

U the Hith of Jope y were
ers, and the amonnt disbars.a for their mm
the ficonl yenr was $1,360,34 61, ‘*

Every d’n'n experievce proves that the prosent
tom ¢ covtining the advameos Lo peusion to
smout of thelr semi-nunual paymens hu.m »d
effeet, 1 am persuaded Ll o mest cass
puder the old sys em, the peusion sgents were ot
notly compensated by the Guvernment for thely g
vices, they were indirect'y paid; otierwie we cann
wstistuctorily secount for Iarge amounts of pens o
noney they geperally bad oo band over aud gheg
wlat wos mctually beesseary to meet the carent do.
nends, por can it bo presumed that they would wyye
croined the sevice without remuncratio; e, |
i- +x 1ov ved pone, por derived sny beocfit from
trut, that they woukl bave rested contout se
withen! presenting their o'aims to Congress,

th\l:lu-;:nd?w the vigilance d.‘.l.ho
resu and the numerous procantivns sdopted
crimiral poccedings et utsd and sus safally
cned, frauds are sl belug perpetrated man
carnot be prevented, or punwhed when
without » revison of the l3ws relsting to such

Op the Wth of Septe uber, 1852, the number
plicatious for bounty laod, peodiog and
pevded fes of the Pensiow Otlice, linbie w0

ot 1o smivation, was abosl. ..
1he nen ber of new applications

* w wae about o
the next yesr show &
wee to the sl Sepe., 158, .00 snan

g
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fled during the
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Dutie
And

Making 10 allicevuciiirmimmeiiem s,
The npmber of warrants issued daring the 1o
ing the S0tk Sept., 1853, was shout...... sescnsasns .
Tue pus ber baned the succecdimg yrar was. .

Durirg the BeXt JOBFiassssancsunressonrss
Du by the your I!L-;in.i J0th Sept., 1836,

|
|

_ I;E;.'-':éd
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Doking the tolalissseniiesirrnniasninraninians

The 1 un bor of pensioners addad to tha rells
the 1st of April, 1853, avd the 30th of S-ptamber, |
is 0,0%, the sggregute of whose yearly peosions iy
$704,00 T i—Lesie the sum of $14M, &« |
arresta, os immedintely on he adussion of the olaims,

These nre merely some of the resulta d({u |
ticrs of tho Offies.  Trey couvey but a fant ks
the varions sud eomplicaic ] mtermedisto mhor [
volved Letween the roveipt of an application for boane
ty lamd or penson, and the pud determiostion of thy
caim; for, beside the examinad m and fiequontly the
fevsmination of nclaim befors it is adwmilied, many
pensivn-ciaims bave been presented | bab'y thees
timee the number of theso admitiar) which buve beay
canmyined and reexamived, sud still suspended of e
Jeetedy m il these governlly jouire the mwst ptiesd s
vestipation srd yesenrch,

Toe punber of fotvers received at the oflice
the pust year is 107 500, and the number rent
970 087 an eatent of corre proncence probably widod
a precedent, This vost uuwust of busipess is “’
cupecquent upon the exesution of lawe passed during
and subseguent to the year 1853, vis.: Tao Pomisa
act of Jd February, 1553, and the Bouaty Laad lne of
A Mawch, 1803, and the smerdatory sct of i May,

1%,

The tield work nfliluhui}l' :lc:nulluuuluyl ‘s“
gion wie all accomplistesd, as slated in my lest report
within the tuse contemplaied and largely widin the
u..wml:ﬂ-w rhﬂu:.' 3 by bl

Al the wonume uts agreed upoo hy Commie
i n‘hn\'r L:a-n ereuted, nno uﬂ"um is narken from e
(u f of Mialeo to the Pacitic, and the Units | States bs
in poesersion of the territory.

A coppiocrable portien of the boundary is formed by
the Lio Biave, or Riv I;un.lo‘ aud in the siltled

est adepted to .JE.

§.

~

i

tion of the valleys which arv 1

tere, the bed of the river sometimes changes, and

furs cotridorable portions of laud (ro o vie s ds W the
other  'The Commissioners convluded, ana it s thoaght
with cormoctuees, thet, exvept o the caee of gradad
sccretions on ope or otier bauk of the river, the
bonndary world remein where toe river fived it ot the
time ot the survey, aud as shown ta the waps,
slanding votual changes iu the ourse of Wwe nives A
care of this kind is thieatoncd in the valley of kil Pasey
and apyivns inquiries have boen made wi the silijret
The partics making the foquines bave been rofivrel @
the printod meps, asd latomed thet any chinngo n the
rover dotaching solid maescs of land does noo chaoge
ke jurisdiction,

The Mexican Commissiorer, according L2 an agree:
ment with the American Commessiveer, ropaired 0
this city, with & corps of weistants, abou the firt of
July Juet, for the purposs of eﬂntrwtz the wiaps res

qnindlryl the treaty, to show the , el s mow
bere on That duty,
O the part of our Cornmissi ner, thess maps will be

fivisbed by tho first of March next.  Already 1bo ser.
vices of many of his assistants have beco

with, apd it ie in contenplation to discharge the whole
force of drongbtem n bofure that tine, amd nose of
be cmployees will be retained, except such as moay be
requised 1o superintend the the ma s ad
repotts desoriptive of the botadary safl atjacent coun-
try, the publication of whick was valered by Uoagres
At 1ts lest pession,

The first pmtof the report is al in the hands of
the prister, nnd pothis g retards ita pubivesion bag the
necestory colays bn engroving the wape.

Notwithstnnding the Senste, in its orfer for the pob-
liewtion of the report, and accompanyiog appoud £, of
the Bourdnry Commission, disectod o tie ox gt of
publiestion should be paid out of the buunla'y nppeo.

ristiovs, there will remain of them uotvac'id ia the

n:uma rom e #80 000, ’

No otfiecr could have discharged bis duty with mie
ability or gicarer fidelity then the Commissoner o

whom were ¢ wiided the wivesta of this o 3
Apd it is to state that the utmost
ealsted on woiwoen the uific: ra ot buih’

the Governwents, and that all questions § koy to
dvee the Jeast diffcrer ce bave ann n-ioﬂ:,-a..
;::: irin believed, to the ortire J all pur-

Bince the 1st day of Jonuary last the Patont Offien
bas issucd '2|2-'x': pateots, and within the yoas the udme
Ler will probably be incrensed to some 2,590,

All spplicstions are ptly attoaded t; and it s
bopid e ioterests of that meritrious class of our,

ople, the investors, aro properly socured sud pro-’
cetr0, Note are more worthy the (wteriag eare of

te Gene al Goverument.
. From sl begivniogs the Patent-Ofli e hlg'l
into jropations comparetively giganrie, Hali 4 soo-
trry aue, the whote revenue of toe Otfice dd “t
the payment of ope clerk, who transacted the eatire.
businoes of the office.  Tho ine mue fur the presest ye.r
will be sbout 200,000, which wiil still bo searcely st
fickont to defray the carreut « xpenses of the offico, with
its one bundicd examioers, cleske snd other employess.
If we com the presest condition of the offios
with whitit was m few yosrs ogo, we aball fied
curing e four yomrs previsus to 1853 the aw
stutal rumber Uf apphoat fur patents was 2,5%2;
whiie fur the four subsequent years such average wil
te atout 1,000, The number of patents sunually
irrned durivg the former period averag.e 90,
be imtter nveut 1R, Fur the curre .t year, m‘:a
viwber of spolentions made, the whole number of
pal Lo grakicd avd the amouut of revenus reccived,
will, verpectively, be ot less: double whet they woere la
euy previous year, The number of applicstions

patents ‘ntbis office the last yene was greitec tha the
1 eny otber country, baving been 4,435, againat 2,98
b Giv st Biitain, sod 4,056 in Feance. #or the ,

_Jti!.\l;llhﬂ rumber of applications will probsb y ¢

"Tle Lusiners of the ofico seeme to bve

Ez’:imm upon whé:hk Las Lbus far bseu :
Wis binpted to & wus of

The wirdem ot mﬂw hwmk;r ;

iv naking such w preseut ol cuamleses

equire,

s, ccimpartively, of swall moaent, the later of
immadiate connee

Oifice nud 1he subjics of sericultare, except

fzed 10 sppy #1000 for the purp se of procuring

weesed, srom fime 1o time, until they rea bod the

pr pristion fer the pemﬂ,mhuw

wdcition to
5:"’1’3}« the Natiomal '
"l AP rvieion of
sud 1‘- damthl:(m fond anuually lpw%
and ragicly growicg i wpor tance.
Leie recme no very natursl or >
o 1h : 1a et
muteal pointion 1o the § tri {
But tbe ;-‘\xuoﬂmm:ﬁ: »'Z?"""..',.:.
evltzrel ratimies, For many yrars sabscqaest
that time nonoa! intioue wese made
of #9010, where they resained msarly siationasy
severs! yeogm,
sllo (60, The oljects coibrac d jn this
red 10 bo " o eoiserie of

are decla
'

fur egriculiurel pu I've former of Jwee
[
tom between the bgitimato husiness of the
‘
b 1 I'CE
vers in 1500, e Cowinimioner of Patea's was
g0 fvrd, fir & vimilar par These wor |
In1¥5itha & was Inereasad o :
svd mace payaiaE ont of the Treasay; ml'lf-tﬂa-
elatistics, Loy stigations for prowotieg




